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What Would You Want a       Thief to Steal from You”
By Daniel Keren
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Rabbi Yisroel Pinchos Bodner

One of the featured speakers at the recent Flatbush July 4th Hakhel Yarchei Kallah Event at the Agudath Israel of Madison was Rabbi Yisroel Pinchos Bodner, the author of numerous halacha seforim (books). One of the halachic topics he discussed was what could you do if on Shabbos you realized that your eyeglasses were in the same drawer as a $100 bill. Can you open that drawer in order to retrieve the glasses?
What Would You Want the Thief to Steal
Our Sages say that one is obligated to prepare before Shabbos what one needs for that Shabbos. If before Shabbos, one purposely put some coins into a dish, that dish becomes muktzah (forbidden for one to touch or move on Shabbos.)  That dish no longer has the status of a klee, vessel and rather becomes a base for the muktzah coins. When Rabbi Bodner asked Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, if one could open the drawer in order to get the pair of eyeglasses, the posek asked if a thief gives you a choice of what you want him to steal, what would you tell the thief to steal?
The glasses cost only $35 and the envelope contains $100 in dollar bills. You tell the thief that he should swipe your eyeglasses. Rav Moshe disagreed with Rabbi Bodner’s choice and explained that you need your eyeglasses more on Shabbos. Therefore, you are obligated to ask the thief to please take the envelope with the $100 and leave you with the pair of eyeglasses.
On the other hand, when Rabbi Bodner asked the same question to Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zt”l, Rav Shlomo Zalman disagreed with the psak of Rav Moshe and explained that the money is more valuable and one should direct the thief to leave your house with the pair of glasses.
A second halachic question that Rabbi Bodner brought up at the July 4th Hakhel Event was what happens if a person in a bungalow colony asks a kid to bring him a soda and he would give him a quarter for his efforts [this occurred decades ago when a quarter was a significant amount of money].

The Obligation to Pay Someone
Before the Next Day Begins
If the man delays in giving the child the promised quarter, is he transgressing the mitzvah of Bal Tolin? Rabbi Bodner explained that one who withholds paying in a timely manner is liable to five negative prohibitions. One is obligated to pay someone who worked for you during the day at nighttime before the start of the next morning. There is no difference if the payment is just a quarter (which is definitely a shava prutah) or a $1,000. The obligation to pay on time applies whether the employer is a man or a woman or a child. One is not obligated to make payment to an akum (non-Jew) before the start of the next morning. [If there is an agreement for a worker to be paid either weekly or bi-weekly which is common today, this is not a transgression of the mitzvah of Bal Tolin.]

Enjoying a Picnic by the Lake
Another question that Rabbi Bodner discussed is if you are  picnicking by a lake, can you use the water of a lake for the obligation of netilas yadayim (to wash one’s hands before eating bread?) In order to do so, the water must be fit for a dog to drink. But, if you are in a boat in the ocean, the water [being salt water] is not fit for a dog. However, one could toivel (immerse your hands) in the ocean, by dipping your hands into the water and make the brocha (blessing) of tevilas yedayim (instead of the words netilas yedayim) and you can then eat your sandwich.)
The fourth halachic question that Rabbi Bodner brought up was how to perform the mitzvah of bikur cholim (visiting a sick Jew) on Shabbos. Is it better to use an elevator that a non-Jew presses the button to reach your floor or should you rather climb up the steps?
The important aspect to remember when visiting a sick person is to pray for his or her refuah shelaimah (healing). If you forget to pray, you have not fulfilled the mitzvah of bikur cholim. What is the problem of using a Shabbos elevator? The elevator when going up, computes the weight of all the passengers and determines the amount of electricity necessary to go upwards. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach says that this doesn’t constitute a melacha (one of the forbidden 39 types of work prohibited on Shabbos). Nevertheless, he argued that one should not use the Shabbos elevator.
Why the Shabbos Elevator is
Better than the Stairways
It used to be a simple thing to just climb the stairs. However, nowadays, Rabbi Bodner explained that many buildings have installed automatic sensors in the stairways that would trigger the turning on of increased lighting. Therefore, he declared that it is much better in such cases for one to instead use a Shabbos elevator than to climb the steps when performing the mitzvah of bikur cholim. 

Reprinted from the July 25, 2024 edition of The Flatbush Jewish Journal.

A Thought for Our Parsha

He shall not break ("yachel") his word, he shall do according to all that proceeds from his mouth (Num. 30:3)
The Hebrew word "yachel" is related to the word "chulin," meaning secular or worldly (the opposite of sanctified). From this we learn that a person should not only live up to and fulfill his official vows but abide by every promise and utterance he makes. (The Magid of Koznitz)

Reprinted from the Parashat Matot-Masei 5761/2001 edition of L’Chaim.


Rav Avigdor Miller on Why Marriages are Forbidden
During the Three Weeks
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QUESTION: If marriage is such an important commandment, how is it that in these three weeks [From the 17th of Av until Tisha B’Av) the rabbanim prevent people from getting married?
ANSWER: And the answer is אם אשכחך ירושלים תשכח ימיני – If I shall forget Yerushalayim let my right hand forget its cunning, שמחתי אם לא
אעלה ירושלים על ראש – my greatest happiness is nothing compared to my hope for Yerushalayim. And therefore, for three weeks we stop thinking about marriage and we think about Yerushalayim. 
It’s so important for us to spend time thinking about Yerushalayim. Not today’s Yerushalayim – about the ancient Yerushalayim we once had. אם אשכחך ירושלים תשכח ימיני. To put those thoughts above our personal happiness! It’s one of the perfections we have to gain, to think of the days of old. זכור ימות עולם – Remember the days of old, the greatness we once possessed. 
It’s very important for Jews to know their history. We have a very, very wealthy history. We have to look back and enjoy the happiness of those generations and the memories that we have with us still today; it’s extremely important to study our past. And therefore, because our past is so important, it’s worth postponing a wedding for three weeks to achieve that perfection of remembering the days of old and what our nation once possessed.
Reprinted from the Parshas Pinchas 5784 email of Toras Avigdor (Tape #792 – July 1990).
Rabbi Berel Wein on
Parshat Matot-Masei 5784

[image: ]
 
The fourth book of the Torah – Bamidbar – concludes in this week’s public Torah reading. The new generation of Jews, no longer the slave generation that left Egypt hastily and constantly longed to return there when faced with problems and difficulties, stands poised to enter the Land of Israel and fulfill God’s covenant with Avraham. However here again, narrow personal interests becloud the general picture and weaken the necessary national resolve.
 
The Cattle Raising Tribes of Reuven and Gad
It is no longer the so-called fleshpots of Egypt that beckon and entice. It is rather the pasture lands east of the Jordan River that force the cattle raising tribes of Reuven and Gad to plead with Moshe that they not be compelled to cross the Jordan and enter the Land of Israel.
 
Moshe’s initial reaction to their request is one of shock and bitter disappointment. He reminds them that their parents’ generation was destroyed in the desert for disparaging the Land of Israel and refusing to struggle on its behalf. And he warns them that they have apparently learned little from that bitter event in Jewish history.
 
Moshe’s Greatest Frustration
Here they stand making the same error in judgment and vision that the previous generation did. Moshe’s greatest frustration is that the Jewish people can’t see past their cattle, their personal gain, an imagined short-term benefit and their refusal to acknowledge the grandeur of the Lord’s long-term vision for themselves and their land. It is this blindness of spirit and unwillingness to appreciate the uniqueness of Israel, the people and the land that Moshe bemoans.
 
The First Tribes to be Exiled
But all of this temporary gain comes with cost and a price. Separated from their brethren west of the Jordan, the tribes of Gad and Reuven have a difficult time defending themselves and are the first tribes to be exiled. They produce no major leaders or heroes for the Jewish people and their dreams of prosperity and material success are only fleetingly realized.
 
Criticized bitterly and eternally by the prophetess Devorah for standing aside in an hour of national Jewish peril, they become the model of individual Jewish indifference to the general cause of Jewish survival and success. In our current world they unfortunately have many heirs and disciples. 

Mordecai’s Warning to Esther
Mordecai warned Esther not to stand away and be passive in the face of Haman and his decrees. He warned her that when the Jews would somehow escape from the troubles she and her family would be doomed to extinction in the Jewish story if she allowed her narrow self-interest to rule over her national duty for the preservation of Israel.
 
Today, also, narrow self-interests govern many Jews – even leaders who seemingly should know better – in their attitudes, policies and behavior regarding the existential problems that face the Jewish people and the Jewish state. The Talmud teaches us that Jerusalem always needs advocates for its cause. That certainly is the case in the generation and times in which we find ourselves currently. Jewish apathy and alienation are our enemies. The allure of current political correctness in policy and mindset is misleading and dangerous. We too stand on the cusp of great adventures and opportunities. We should avoid the Reuven/Gad syndrome.
 
Shabbat shalom
Reprinted from the current website of rabbiwein.com



How Can a Jew Achieve True Purification and Become a
Proper “Vessel” for Holiness
From the Teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
[image: Image result for photo of mordechai siev of ascent]

This week we read two Torah portions, Matot and Masei. As we read in Matot, when the Jewish people returned from the war with Midian with their spoils, Moses commanded them to purify themselves from their ritual uncleanliness (caused by contact with the dead) by being sprinkled with water containing ashes of the red heifer. Afterwards, Eleazar the kohen (priest) enumerated the various laws of how to render the Midianites' non-kosher vessels kosher.

The Connection Between Anger and Mistaken Judgement
Why was it Eleazar who taught these laws rather than Moses? As Rashi explains, "Since Moses came under the influence of anger, he came under the influence of mistaken judgment, and the laws of cleansing vessels which had belonged to heathens were concealed from him." As related a few verses previously, Moses had become angry when he saw the Midianite women the Jews brought back with them.
Technically, Moses did not render "mistaken judgment," which would imply that he had stated the laws incorrectly. However, his failure to teach these laws stemmed from a different kind of "mistake":

Can the Waters of Sprinkling
Also Kasher Utensils?
Moses had assumed that the ashes of the red heifer could render the non-kosher vessels kosher. If a few drops of the "water of sprinkling" could remove the greatest impurity of them all, contact with the dead, surely it had the power to kasher utensils.
That is why Eleazar prefaced his words with the declaration, "This is the statute of the Torah." The fact that the ashes of the red heifer can remove ritual impurity is a statute, a super-rational law that only applies to that specific type of uncleanliness, and cannot render impure vessels pure. For even after a vessel's impurity has been removed by the "water of sprinkling," the forbidden foods that were absorbed into it must be purged.

A More Fundamental Type
of Purging is Necessary
Removing uncleanliness and making something kosher are two separate things: To remove spiritual uncleanliness, a few drops of water are sufficient. But to render a vessel kosher, a more fundamental type of purging is necessary, according to the particular manner in which the utensil was used.
Symbolically, purity is an "encompassing" G-dly influence that surrounds a person from without. For that reason, is it relatively simple to purify oneself: immersion in a mikva, or being sprinkled with the "water of sprinkling." By contrast, the process of making something kosher implies an inner and essential cleansing to remove embedded evil.

The Difference Between Moses and Eleazar the Kohen
Moses, who viewed the Jewish people from "on high," believed that external purification would automatically purify the "inside" as well. Eleazar, by contrast, whose function as a kohen was to elevate the Jewish people from below, held that externals weren't enough. For it is through "kashering" the various powers of the soul, each one individually, that a Jew achieves true purification and becomes a proper "vessel" for holiness.

Reprinted from the Parashat Matot-Masei 5761/2001 edition of L’Chaim, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn. Adapted from Volume 8 of Likutei Sichot.
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You shall be guiltless before the L-rd, and before Israel (Num. 32:22)
A person who is innocent before G-d and at peace with his conscience will ultimately be found guiltless by his fellow man; if he does experience occasional difficulties, they will only be temporary. By contrast, a person who strives to be innocent only in the eyes of man will eventually end up being a hypocrite. (Bina La'itim)

These are their journeys according to their goings forth (Num. 33:2)
The Midrash relates that when Moshiach comes and ushers in the Final Redemption, G-d will cause the Jewish people to retrace the same 42 journeys they made through the desert after leaving Egypt. This is alluded in the above verse: "And these are the journeys" - these very same journeys - will be undertaken and repeated, when the future progeny of the Children of Israel will "go forth" - from their final exile. (Abarbanel)

And he shall live there until the death of the high priest, who was anointed with the holy oil (Num. 35:25)
The passing of a high priest is such a shocking event that it brings the entire Jewish people to repent. One may therefore assume that the "blood avenger" has also scrutinized his soul and conquered his desire for revenge, enabling the slayer to leave the city of refuge and return home safely. (Abarbanel)

Reprinted from the Parashat Matot-Masei 5761/2001 edition of L’Chaim.



Double Oath
By Rabbi Shai Grauher

[image: ] [image: ]
Rav Chaim Kanievsky and the Steipler Gaon

The Alshich explains that the Torah uses a double verb —, swears an oath — to indicate that this refers to an instance where a person takes an oath to do something that he is already sworn to do. The Gemara (Niddah 30b) teaches that every soul, before it is born, swears that it will be righteous, fulfilling all the commandments of the Torah. 
Although generally an oath cannot be effective “on top” of another oath, there is a special exclusion for mitzvah fulfillment. The Gemara (Nedarim 8a) teaches that one can swear to fulfill a mitzvah, despite the fact that he is already oath-bound to keep all the mitzvos. This is even considered a praiseworthy practice, as it helps a person spur himself to mitzvah observance. 
Rav Chaim Kanievsky related that when his father, the Steipler Gaon, was a bachur, he asked how the added oath helps. Since the person is already bound by the obligation to do the mitzvah, what does an oath add to his feeling of responsibility? 
The Steipler answered that the yetzer hara is very sly and clever, and will always propose a multitude of reasons why a person should be exempt from fulfilling his responsibilities. Whether suggesting that now is not the right time to perform the mitzvah or that the person is not obligated under these circumstances, he will always find an excuse. 
By taking a personal oath to do the mitzvah, however, one circumvents these seductions, since the yetzer hara can no longer come up with exclusions. This expedient allows a person to avoid being lulled by the false premises of his evil inclination and helps him strengthen his resolve to fulfill the mitzvos. Based on this, the Steipler Gaon continued, we can also understand why the Torah allows this oath to be superimposed on an existing oath: 
Since the entire purpose of this oath is to defeat the yetzer hara’s attempts to claim that the preexisting obligation is not actually in effect, the Torah grants enough validity to his claims for it to be as if the prior oath is, indeed, invalid, allowing the new oath to take effect, and ultimately defeating his purpose.

Reprinted from the Parshas Mattos-Masei 5783 edition of At the ArtScroll Shabbos Table. Excerpted from the ArtScroll book – “Rav Chaim Kanievsky on Chumash” by Rabbi Shai Graucher.

Two Couples Celebrate Decades of Marriage by Renewing Their Wedding Vows at the Western Wall
On a trip to Israel, two couples explore new depths in their love and faith.

In a touching display of love, commitment, and spiritual growth, two couples renewed their wedding vows atop the Dan Family Aish World Center overlooking the Western Wall in Jerusalem on Friday afternoon. The couples, long-time friends Lauren and David Moss, and Michelle and Marc Mandelman, are participating in the Aish Destiny Couple's Mission to Israel. 
The couples chose to celebrate their 30+ years of marriage surrounded by friends and fellow mission participants in a renewal ceremony that abided by Jewish law and represented more than just a reaffirmation of their love; it symbolized a deepening connection to their faith and a commitment to living more inspired, meaningful lives together.

Lauren and David’s Journey
The couple originally got married 34 years ago in New York. Since then, the couple has experienced significant challenges mixed with spiritual awakenings that shaped Lauren and David’s path to this moment. Lauren's journey, was particularly poignant, marked by a harrowing battle with acute myeloid leukemia just after she gave birth to her second child. After she recovered their eldest son was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes, and David was having some difficulties at work. “It was kind of everything happening all at once,” David recounted.
Years later, after Lauren’s recovery, David went on a trip to Israel that sparked a spiritual renaissance for him. “My friend from college brought me on this trip,” David recounted, “I wasn’t seeking any meaning, I just wanted to go on a great trip with him. We had been through a lot of emotional challenges and this was something that felt right.”

[image: ]

David’s newfound inspiration caused some tension at home, which eventually caused Lauren to go on a trip to Israel by herself, where she began her own spiritual journey. “I came back and embraced Jewish traditions with a newfound passion. That was how my Shabbat journey started. 
“I knew I loved baking so I started with challah. The scent lured my family to the table. Then I started to light candles. I began getting my kids involved and they were somewhat open to it. It was slow and steady growth. Since I came back, I feel like this is just like a natural progression of how our relationship and our Judaism have been developing. Our renewal of vows, at this wedding, is an expression of that and of our deepening relationship with G-d.”

The Mandelmans' Path
For Michelle and Marc Mandelman, their journey to this renewal ceremony was equally meaningful. The couple began dating in college after they were set up on a date. Michelle’s family was well known for owning a restaurant on Long Island, New York. Michelle had cousins who were observant and while they were accepting of the Mandelman’s there was a bit of underlying tension in the family due to the different levels of religious observance. “Michelle has a small family and wanted to remove the tension, so she began to learn with her cousins, and that started her spiritual journey,” Marc explained.
In a pivotal moment, Michelle went on a trip to Israel and met her bus leader, Rachel Burg, the wife of Aish CEO Rabbi Steven Burg. “There is a stigma that religious women stay at home and are not well educated, yet here was this woman who was smart, funny, and seemed like she could connect with anybody. I asked her to be my study partner as I really love to learn,” Michelle recalled. The two women connected and developed a bond that would lead to Michelle making a much deeper connection with her Judaism. Upon her return, Michelle began to light candles on Friday nights and Marc began to make Kiddush. “I even started learning as part of Project Inspire with some Aish rabbis,” she added.
Marc emphasized the importance of continuous learning and growth in their Jewish faith: "When you know something, then you have to make an effort to do that. But if you don't know what it is that you are supposed to do, then how can you do it? What you can do is learn. By choosing not to learn, you're sort of turning away from it."

The Decision to Renew Their Vows
The idea of renewing their vows came about after David saw another couple get married while on an organized trip to Israel. “I thought to myself, here Lauren and I are going on this couple’s trip together, how great would it be if we renewed our vows and got married again while on this trip.” 
David then suggested to Marc’s wife the idea to try to get her on board and make it a double wedding. “We’ve known each other for years, ever since our kids were little, and we are going on this trip together, what better way to strengthen both of our relationships?” Michelle loved the idea and jumped right in, her husband Marc, needed some convincing but eventually came around to the idea once he realized this was a meaningful way to elevate their marriage.

The Impact of Spiritual Growth
Speaking before the weddings, both couples emphasized how the renewal of vows and their second wedding has enriched their lives and relationships. Michelle Mandelman said, “I am a person who really likes to learn. This process has shown us that this [renewing of our vows] is the right step to take, for our family and for our home.” Marc echoed her sentiment and added: “This makes me feel more connected to my wife and to G-d. I feel proud that we are able to do this important thing, and to be able to do it surrounded by some of our friends here is incredible.”

[image: ]The weddings were held on the spectacular rooftop of the Aish Dan Family Building (Tzipora Lifchitz Photography)

Lauren Moss described the impact of the second wedding: “This whole journey has been very impactful for me and for David. We feel that we are living a life of joy, and meaning. Renewing our vows makes me feel special, and it makes me feel more connected to David and to G-d. I feel proud to be able to do this important thing to elevate our relationship.”
David Moss quipped, “I think it's amazing that you are willing to marry me again after 34 years. But in reality, the first time a person gets married they don’t really know who they are marrying. Now we really know the other person and it is that much more special.”

A Shared Commitment to a Life of
Purpose, Faith and Continuous Growth
As they stood under the chuppah overlooking the ancient stones of the Western Wall, these two couples not only celebrated their enduring love but also their shared commitment to a life of purpose, faith, and continuous growth.
Lauren concluded by saying, “It’s just one day in our lives, but it brings us so much joy, and now it is time to celebrate that joy.”

Reprinted from the current website of aish.com
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